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Please Note: This document provides information about the Ontario Heritage Tree Program and what the online nominations process entails. All nominations must be submitted online. These forms only provide information on the process and information required when submitting a nomination.  
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About the Ontario Heritage Tree Program

Heritage trees are an important component of urban forestry. Their presence not only invokes an emotional response from communities, but they provide an ecological legacy of genetic material.

Trees Ontario’s, Ontario Heritage Tree Program identifies and records the location of heritage trees in the province. Heritage trees are identified and assessed based on their age, size, appearance, and most importantly their cultural and historical significance. The identification of these trees will enable Trees Ontario and community minded organizations to locate potential native seed sources of legacy trees. Collecting these seeds will ensure native stock is grown and available for future planting.

Anyone can nominate an eligible tree for Heritage Tree recognition, whether it is on your property, a friend or family member’s property, or in a public space. Help Trees Ontario recognize Heritage Trees in the province to ensure their survival and the successional planting of Legacy Trees. Stay tuned to the Heritage Trees website for more information on legacy seed collection opportunities in your community.

All qualifying trees that are nominated and/or recognized will be featured on the Trees Ontario Heritage Tree website.

The evaluation criteria used for the development of the Ontario Heritage Tree program was developed by the Ontario Urban Forest Council (www.oufc.org).
How to Nominate Heritage Trees for Evaluation and Registration

Those wishing to nominate a tree or group of trees for Heritage Tree recognition must first register to become a nominator and submit preliminary information about the historical and cultural significance* of the tree. This information will then be reviewed. If the tree meets the preliminary requirements and is eligible to be nominated, an email containing a username and password will be sent to the registrant. This will grant you access to the full online Heritage Trees nomination form where you can complete and submit your application. In order to complete the nomination process, the nominator is asked to make a $10 donation, which will go to support the evaluation of the tree and the Ontario Heritage Tree Program.
Following the submission of a Heritage Tree nomination, a Trees Ontario representative will review the application. A notification will be sent to the nominator indicating whether the tree is eligible to be recognized as a Heritage Tree.

If eligible, a certified Heritage Tree expert will contact the nominator and make arrangements to visit the tree and evaluate its potential heritage status. An advisory committee will then review the application and the Heritage Tree expert's recommendations on the status of the tree.

All nominators will be contacted with the results. Each qualifying tree that is nominated and/or recognized will be featured on the Trees Ontario Heritage Tree website. www.heritagetrees.on.ca. * Note: Documentation of the heritage and cultural significance of the tree must be submitted with the online application.

Outline of the Nomination Process 

The following items provide information on what the online nominations package entails; however, all nominations must be submitted online. These forms are samples and only provide information on the process and information required when submitting a nomination.   

Heritage Tree Nominations and Recognition Process:

1. The interested party (individual or representative from a group) submits a request to be a Heritage Tree nominator and initial information about the historical and cultural significance of the tree, via the Trees Ontario webpage www.heritagetrees.on.ca
2. A Trees Ontario representative reviews and evaluates the historical and cultural significance of the tree and if eligible, approves request for nominator status. If approved, an email confirmation is sent to the new nominator with login and password details 

3. The new nominator completes the full Heritage Tree nomination form online, uploads photos and documentation of heritage and cultural significance and submits landowner consent form back to Trees Ontario
4. Trees Ontario evaluates the submitted nomination form for its completion, accuracy and heritage components. Note: All nominated trees must have supporting documentation on cultural and heritage significance of the tree.
5. If nomination is accepted, the newly nominated tree will be featured on the Heritage Tree webpage at  www.heritagetrees.on.ca
6. Also if accepted, a “Certified Heritage Tree Representative” (CHTR) appointed by Trees Ontario will visit the tree and assess the tree based on Heritage Tree evaluation guidelines
7. If the CHTR is satisfied that the nominated tree meets the eligibility criteria of a Heritage Tree they will recommend to the Heritage Tree Committee that the tree(s) be recognized as a Heritage Tree. The CHTR will submit the evaluation and nomination forms to the panel
8. The panel will review nomination and recommendations on a monthly basis
9. Following review; the nominator will be informed of status of tree
10. If recognized as a Heritage Tree, Trees Ontario will work with the local nominee to generate coverage and profile about the tree
11. Status of the tree will be updated from Nominated Heritage Tree to Recognized Heritage Tree on the website and in all other related communications
Sample Heritage Tree Nomination Form
Ownership Information
Please provide accurate information about the property and landownership. You will be expected to mail a signed copy of our ‘Landowner Consent Form’ to Trees Ontario before this nomination for Heritage Status will be processed. Please circle the information below.
	Ownership category 
	O Private land
0 Public Land
O Institutional Land

O Other 



	If you selected other for the ownership category,
please provide detail:

 
	

	Check if this owner has provided a signed consent form
for the nomination. You will not be able to complete
the nomination until this has occurred. 
	O 

	First Name 
	

	Surname 
	

	Email Address 
	 

	Daytime/Business phone number 
	

	Cell phone number 
	

	Street, Rural Route, P.O. Box, etc 
	

	Address continued, if required 
	

	City or Town 
	

	Province 
	

	Postal Code 
	

	Name of organization if relevant 
	


Property Information
Please provide accurate information about the site you are nominating. Trees Ontario requires precise location as well as your assessment of the significance of the site. Where available, you may click the [image: image3.png]


icon to view details on category selections.

	You must provide the precise location of the site.
Name of Property Owner:

Property Street Address:

City or Town:


Enter the decimal latitude and of the tree site: 
	 

	Enter the decimal longitude and of the site: 
Enter the approximate area of the site:
	 

	Please provide any relevant details to help us get to the site,
(e.g.: road directions or any owner-requested restrictions or
limitations to tree access) 
	         


Heritage Status
Please provide details about the significance of this site. 

	Select the type of heritage tree site:   O   Single Tree
                                                            O   Tree Pair

                                                            O    Avenue of Trees

                                                            O    Windrow

                                                            O    Grove

                                                            O    Arboreal Remnant


	 

	In general, what makes the tree(s) on this site significant? 
· Unique age, size, species or other characteristics

· Historical event

· Association with a historic person

· A distinguishable entity or landmark


	 

	Please describe in several paragraphs the significance of the site. You may refer to the historical background of the tree or property, the individual(s) who planted the tree, names of other people who have recognized the tree(s) as significant. 

	

	Are there current official / legal tree protection measures in place for this site? If so, provide any appropriate documentation using the upload option. 

	


Tree Species and Measurements - Multi-tree Site
Please provide details about the trees on this site. You may want to use our Microsoft Excel Circumference Calculation Worksheet to determine the average circumference at breast height. To add a new tree to the list, enter the information into the open fields at the bottom of the table, then click the ‘Save’ button. Instructions on tree characteristic measurements can be found below the table. Where available, you may click the [image: image4.png]


icon to view details on category selections.

	Species:                    

	Estimated age of tree: 
	

	
	Number of Trunks:  

	Circumference (cm) at breast height2:
Height (m)3:
Spread (m): 


	Upload picture of tree(s):  
	

	


Supplementary Documents
This final step in the nomination requests that you upload electronic documents and images pertaining to the site you are nominating. If you have relevant documents that are not available in electronic form, please list the documents below and then mail copies directly to Trees Ontario. Where available, you may click the [image: image5.png]


icon to view details on category selections.

	Please describe each of the documents that you are submitting for this nomination: provide the file name and a brief explanation. If you will be sending the documents by mail, please make a note of this. 
	[image: image6.wmf]





	

Please upload 2 to 5 dated photos of the trees. Include at least one
close-up and one with the surrounding area in the background.

	Please upload any copies or references of media coverage about the tree(s), and any
letters of support from other groups, municipal councils, provincial authorities, etc.
Include any other published or other items of recognition for significance of the nominated tree(s). 


Ontario Heritage Tree Program
Sample Nomination Consent Form
	Landowner Information

	First name   


	Surname



	Email Address    


	Daytime/Business phone number   



	Cell phone number   


	Street, Rural Route, P.O. Box, etc   



	City or Town   


	

	Postal Code   


	Province




	Tree Location Information

	Street address


	Latitude & Longitude (Decimal Degrees)



	City or Town   


	Description of location on the property




By signing this form, the landowner acknowledges nomination of their tree(s) to be enrolled in the Trees Ontario Heritage Tree Program.  The tree(s) will be evaluated by professionals to determine its heritage status. 

Following enrolment: 


1) The tree(s) will become part of a database of Heritage Trees maintained by Trees Ontario; 

2) The following information about the tree(s) will become public knowledge and will be displayed on the Trees Ontario web site

- Physical location of the tree(s) shown on an aerial photo base map (Google Maps);

- Municipal address of the tree;

- Tree species, size measurements, and reasons for heritage recognition; 

3) Tree information will be entered into a seed forecasting database and will be updated for health and seed production; 

4) Tree seed may be collected upon prior notification of the landowner.


Landowner Signature: ________________________________________________________________

Thank you for your willingness to participate in the Ontario Heritage Tree Program.
ONTARIO HERITAGE TREE PROGRAM 

EVALUATION FORM - SINGLE TREE OR TREE PAIR

Thank you for your participation in the evaluation process for Heritage Tree consideration in your community.  The evaluation form used in this program is based on the Ontario Urban Forest Council’s (OUFC) Tool Kit. 

Kindly take the time to complete this form and send it to:

Trees Ontario, 200 Consumers Rd, Toronto, ON, M2J 4R4

Location/Address of Tree _______________________________________

 
Evaluation Date

                                      _______________________________________


    ___/__/____


                                      _______________________________________


   DD/MM/YYYY

	Tree Species 
	Names
	Circum-frence (cm)
	Diameter (cm) dbh
	Height (m)
	Spread (m)
	Estimated Age

	Common
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Scientific
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Participants and


	Contact Information

	
	phone
	fax
	e-mail

	Nominator:
	(    )       -             
	(    )       -             
	

	Submitter:
	(    )       -             
	(    )       -             
	

	Evaluator :
	(    )       -             
	(    )       -             
	

	Owner
	(    )       -             
	(    )       -             
	


Owner continues consent or now agrees to nomination and evaluation of tree?
Yes__​​​​___ No_____   Include a letter of authorization if not already submitted.

Potential Heritage Trees are Evaluated Using the Following Classes:


1. Social Class. Its continuing historical and cultural importance to local or broader community. Further evaluated on scale, significance and documentation. This subclass is graded and evaluated by Trees Ontario before a nomination is accepted and moved forward to the evaluation process.
2. Species Rarity Class. Its species rarity both globally and locally
3. Prominence Class.  Its prominence due to its size and age
4. Appearance Class. Its form and structure 
5. Integrity Class. Its structural integrity, health or overall condition and expected remaining longevity

Role of Evaluator and Evaluation Details

The evaluator’s task is to score a nominated tree by circling the appropriate 1 to 4 rating point in each subclass on the evaluation form. Please also identify comments in each subclass. The nomination of this tree has been accepted based on its historical and cultural significance. A nominated tree must fulfill these requirements before it will be evaluated fully. In addition to this, a recognized tree must grade a 3 or 4 in at least two additional subclasses. The evaluator should also consider the longevity of the tree in the final recommendation, which will then be taken to the Heritage Trees committee for review and determination of recognition. 
Heritage Tree Evaluation Form

	 SOC        IAL
	CHART I

Historical and Cultural 

Significance
	4
	National/Provincial
	Comments:



	
	
	3
	Municipal/Regional
	

	
	
	2
	Neighbourhood/
Community
	

	
	
	1
	Street
	

	
	Subclass subtotal
	                                     Submission Consideration   Yes    No

	
	CHART II

* Components of Historical and Culture Significance
	
	Scale/Level of importance 
	Comments:

* Each component is scaled from 1 -4 and evaluated to in pre-assessment of nomination request.

	
	
	
	Significance
	

	
	
	
	Documentation
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Subclass subtotal
	                                     Submission Consideration   Yes    No

	RARITY
	CHART III

Species Rarity

(Globally)


	4
	Rare
	Comments:



	
	
	3
	Infrequent
	

	
	
	2
	Common
	

	
	
	1
	Ubiquitous
	

	
	Subclass subtotal
	                                    Submission Consideration  Yes     No     

	
	CHART IV

Species Rarity

(Locally)
	4
	Rare
	Comments:



	
	
	3
	Infrequent
	

	
	
	2
	Common
	

	
	
	1
	Ubiquitous
	

	
	Subclass subtotal
	                                    Submission Consideration  Yes     No     

	PROMINENCE
	CHART V

DBH - % Relative to

Typically Encountered Maximum for Species
	4
	< 110 %
	Comments:



	
	
	3
	90 % - 110 %
	

	
	
	2
	70 % - 90 %
	

	
	
	1
	> 70 %
	

	
	Subclass subtotal
	                                    Submission Consideration   Yes    No

	
	CHART VI

Age Relative to

Human Activity
	4
	Pre-settlement
	Comments:



	
	
	3
	Early settlement
	

	
	
	2
	Post Urbanization
	

	
	
	1
	Pre-construction
	

	
	Subclass subtotal
	                                    Submission Consideration   Yes    No


	INTEGRITY
	CHART VII
Condition Problems

(Crown, Trunk, Root)

CTLA Rating
	4
	No apparent
	Comments:



	
	
	3
	Minor
	

	
	
	2
	Major
	

	
	
	1
	Extreme
	

	
	Subclass subtotal
	                                   Submission Consideration  Yes     No     

	
	CHART VIII
Expected

Longevity
	4
	> 30 years
	Comments:



	
	
	3
	< 30 years
	

	
	
	2
	< 20 years
	

	
	
	1
	< 5 years
	

	
	Subclass subtotal
	                                   Submission Consideration  Yes     No     

	APPEARANCE
	CHART IX
Form (Structure)

for Specie or Cultivar
	4
	Majestic
	Comments:



	
	
	3
	Characteristic
	

	
	
	2
	Atypical
	

	
	
	1
	Lacking
	

	
	Subclass subtotal
	                                   Submission Consideration  Yes     No     

	
	
Final Comments and Recommendations



 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Heritage Tree Evaluation Criteria 

SOCIAL
Chart I - Historical and Cultural Significance (extent of importance and influence, and continuing cultural importance)



National



Provincial



Municipal/Regional 



Neighbourhood/Community

Street


Chart II – Components of Historical and Cultural Significance
Scale/Level of Importance – national, provincial, regional, neighbourhood, street

Significance –audiences impacted and influenced as result of this; what degree

Support Documentation Available – type of information available, quantity, variety 

RARITY

Chart III - Species Rarity (Globally)

Rare - possibly endangered, or at risk and/or appear in extremely low frequency



Infrequent - appear in relatively low frequency, often in low site conditions



Common - appear either in stable native and/or naturalized communities



Ubiquitous - appear in abundance in a wide variety of site conditions



Chart IV - Species Rarity (Locally)

Same as above.  However, a rarity list specific to the county/region/municipality must be created to reflect the unique species frequency in that specific jurisdiction. 

PROMINENCE
Chart V - DBH % Relative to Typically Encountered Maximum for Species 
(tree diameter measured at 1.4 meters above ground level)



< 110% - surpassed typically encountered maximum for species 



90% - 110% - approaching typically encountered maximum for species
70% - 90% - surpassed mid size diameter for typically encountered maximum for species


> 70% - less than 70% for typically encountered maximum for species

Chart VI - Age (Relative to Human Activity)

Pre-settlement – land and vegetation virgin and pristine as found by pioneers

Early settlement – during time of land clearing for agriculture and settlement



Post urbanization – after lands designated as villages, towns and cities

Pre-construction – before land division and building of current neighbourhood

 INTEGRITY

Chart VII - Condition Problems (CTLA ‘Trunk Formula’ rating)

No apparent

Minor

Major

Extreme



Chart VIII - Expected Longevity (Remaining Serviceable Life of Tree)

> 30 years

< 30 years

< 20 years

< 5 years

APPEARANCE
Chart IX - Form (Structure)

Majestic – full form, balanced, strong branching and best crown development



Characteristic – typical for species with some natural variability in crown



Atypical – less typical with abnormalities possibly due to storm breaks



Lacking – major abnormalities possibly due to poor location
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